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Corrigenda
Instructions to authors
Policy & organisation of the journal Nucleic Acids Research publishes full papers in English which warrant quick publication, and which describe research on physical, chemical, biochemical or biological aspects of nucleic acids. The majority of papers acceptable for publication would fall within one or more of the following subject areas: physical and organic chemistry of nucleic acids; their constituents and analogues; nucleic acid biochemistry including enzymology; the role of nucleic acids in gene regulation and in virology. The Contents page will list separately papers dealing with Molecular Biology, Enzymology and Chemistry and authors are asked to indicate at the time of submission of their manuscript, the heading under which they would expect their papers to appear. All papers in the Chemistry section should be submitted to the Birmingham Office. The criteria for acceptance of a paper will be largely on the grounds of novelty, timeliness and scientific excellence. The focus of a manuscript must be on a problem of chemical, structural or biological interest related to nucleic acids. Restriction maps and nucleic acid sequences which have been determined by established methods should be presented in the briefest possible fashion. Data that support the conclusions will generally not be published but must be available for the referees. Only complete sequences which have biological significance should be presented; short sequences such as those of tRNAs should not occupy more than 4 pages. Papers presenting the construction of cloning vehicles or clone banks will be returned to the authors. Manuscripts describing practical techniques and those describing routine oligonucleotide syntheses, will be published only in extraordinary circumstances. Papers on properties of poly ADP-ribose, of nucleotide coenzymes, and simple purine and pyrimidine derivatives that are not relevant to the function and properties of the nucleic acid themselves will not normally be acceptable. Papers (including figures and tables) must not exceed 20 pages in length. The typewritten manuscripts will be reproduced photographically, which will eliminate the necessity to correct proofs and will result in fast publication (average 6-8 weeks). Each manuscript will be refereed by two scientists. Short communications or preliminary studies which do not contain sufficient experimental documentation are not acceptable. Authors are expected to present a complete work, concisely written in good English. Due to severe space limitations, papers that are otherwise acceptable may be returned for shortening (particularly Materials and Methods, and Discussion sections). Submission of a paper implies that it reports unpublished work, that it is not under consideration for publication elsewhere and that, if accepted, it will not be published elsewhere in the same form either in English or in any other language without the consent of the publisher. Preparation of manuscripts It is essential that manuscripts be prepared according to the publishers instructions. Specially ruled typesetting sheets are available on request from the publishers and the editors recommend their use by authors wherever possible. It is the policy of the editors to allow a flexible style of presentation of papers but, to help us maintain a high standard of appearance and readability, please ensure that your typescript is black (not grey), on good quality white paper. The format should conform to the following rules: (a) Type the title, author and address on a separate sheet of paper. These details will be retyped by the publisher. (b) Papers should normally be divided into headed sections (using underlined CAPITALS aligned with the left hand margin for section headings). Photographs must be of sufficiently high quality with respect to detail, contrast and fineness of grain to withstand the inevitable loss of contrast and detail inherent in the printing process. Line drawings, preferably submitted as photographs made from drawings, should be suitable for reproduction as submitted and should require no retouching or redrawing. All labelling and lettering must be clearly legible. Figures may be reduced by the publisher to improve the layout of the paper. A charge will be made for publication of a colour plate. (h) Legends, typed at single-line spacing, should be brief and are not expected to make the figures meaningful without reference to the text.
Submission of manuscripts
(i) Tables, should be numbered and should include a heading. When explanatory footnotes are included they should be typed at single-line spacing, and the table, together with its footnotes must not exceed the normal page length. (j) Papers containing detailed photographs may be printed on smooth-coated paper. A request for printing on smooth-coated paper must be made at the time the manuscript is submitted, and a charge of $25 (£15) will be made. (k) Footnotes, including abbreviations and changes of address of authors, should be indicated with superscript figures, and included in a separate section preceding the references.
